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LAOIS PUBLIC
PARTICIPATION NETWORK

New Members Of Laois PPN
May 2019.
WELCOME!!

Meet our newest
Member of the
Secretariat

Membership of Laois PPN grew by 15 in May, with the total number of groups
registered now totalling 524. Laois PPN welcomes these groups to the
network. We look forward to keeping them informed and working with them

Mr. John Bonham
Portlaoise MD
Pillar: Environmental Pillar
Name:

Municipal District:

in 2019.

Mountrath Mens Shed
Hawthorn Residents Association
The Cresent Residents Association
SVT Canoeing & Kayaking Club
The Swan Bowls Club
Youth Work Ireland Laois
The Hermitage Estate
Lions AFC
Meadowbrook Residents Association
Ballinakill Indoor Bowls
Kilminchy MGT Company Ltd

John is an active member of Birdwatch
Ireland (Laois/Offaly Branch)

Errill Snooker Club
Mayo National School Parents Council
Kyle Cemetery Committee
Knock Vintage Club
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2019 Community & Voluntary Awards
The Cathaoirleach of Laois County Council, Mr John King, launched the 2019
Laois

Community & Voluntary Awards.

The purpose of the awards is to acknowledge groups and individuals who,
through their commitment to voluntary and community activities, have played
a significant role in enhancing the quality of life in their communities.
Laois County Council in partnership with Laois Public Participation Network
and Sponsored by People’s First Credit Union will celebrate the 10th
Anniversary of the Laois Community and Voluntary Awards at a Gala Event in
the Midlands Park Hotel on 18th October 2019

The closing date for nominations for the Laois Community & Voluntary Awards
2019 is Friday 5th July.

Nomination form are available through Laois County Council, Laois Public
Participation Network and you local People's First Credit Union branch.

If you have any further queries please do not hesitate to contact Laois PPN on
057-8664150/ 057-8665661 / 086-7782551 or email awards@laoiscoco.ie
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How to Complete a Successful Application
Workshop
FACILITATED BY: STORM POWELL

How to fill a funding application.
Sources of funding available.
Fund raising events.
Where to find possible funding

Workshop 1
Tuesday 18th June, 2019.
St. Coleman's National School, Stradbally @ 8:00pm

Workshop 2
Thursday 20th June, 2019.
The Parish Centre, Portlaoise @ 7:30pm

Workshop 3
Wednesday 26th June, 2019.
Mountmellick Development Assoc @ 7:30pm

This is a FREE event.
REGISTRATION REQUIRED.
Contact Suzanne
057-8665661 / 086-7782551
or e-mail: ppn@laoiscoco.ie
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Carbon Monoxide Alarms for the Elderly and
Vulnerable
Did you know that an average of 41 people a year die from fire and 6 from Carbon Monoxide poisoning,
with many additional injuries. If you keep an eye on the national and local news you will see that many of
these deaths happen in rural Ireland and where people are living alone or are vulnerable. But many of
these deaths are preventable if working alarms are installed.

Whilst new homes are obliged to install Carbon Monoxide alarms due to building regulations, the same is
not true of older homes.

So we can make a difference. Muintir na Tíre has been allocated pilot funding by the Department of Rural
and Community Development to install 2,000 Carbon Monoxide alarms in the homes of elderly and
vulnerable persons across Ireland.

This programme is aimed at persons who do not have existing alarms and do not have the resources to
install alarms themselves. It will be rolled out through Muintir Community Alert Groups and Community
Councils.

There will be no charge for the alarms or for installation.

Your group can apply for Carbon Monoxide (CO) alarms for residents in your areas and you can install
them on a voluntary basis. They are battery powered alarms so installation is straightforward. To
encourage a good take-up we have tried to make the application process as straightforward as possible.

Eligible groups can apply by completing the GROUP FORM above and returning the
completed application form to me at conor@muintir.ie or if necessary to the postal address below as soon
as possible.

A separate INDIVIDUAL FORM must be completed and signed twice by each proposed recipient of an
alarm before and after installation.

These INDIVIDUAL FORMS should be retained by the group safely and securely and should not be returned
to Muintir na Tire although it may be necessary to examine a sample of them for good practice.

We are encouraging groups to apply as soon as possible alarms will be allocated on a First come, first
served basis whilst striving to satisfy as many groups as possible and reaching out across the country. Thus
we can't guarantee that all applications can be met.

Alarms will be delivered via myself as appropriate once the decision about allocations is made. The
timeframe for this will depend on the rate of response from groups but we hope this will be a reasonably
prompt process.

Application details are also available on

www.muintir.ie/community-development/carbon-monoxide-alarms
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People First Credit Union are calling on local
groups, clubs and organisations to submit their
funding request applications before the 28th May.
Applications cal be downloaded by copying the link into your URL

https://www.peoplefirstcu.ie/images/library/documents/09042019
-170522.pdf

As part of People First Credit Union Celebration Day which takes place on the
6th June in the Portlaoise, some of the lucky applicants will be asked to take
part in a very exciting interactive game in branch which will give them the
opportunity to win funding for their club.
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CALLING ALL COMMUNITY GROUPS – NOW’S
YOUR CHANCE TO THIRST FOR BETTER!

Did you know that Deep RiverRock are tapping into the heartbeat of
Community Groups across Ireland who collectively follow their pursuits and
passions? The Thirst For Better campaign aims to celebrate and help
Community groups raise vital funding, enabling them to continue to do the
things they love.

The campaign mechanic is simple! By registering online with #ThirstForBetter,
your community group can receive a donation of 10c for every bottle code
redeemed by your supporters.

More than 100 community groups of all shapes and sizes have already started
raising money through the campaign and there’s room for more.
you join them?

Why don’t

Or if you know of any groups doing great work in your

community, let them know about the #ThirstForBetter campaign and
encourage them to take part today.

Registration and further information including T&Cs can be found at:
https://deepriverrock.ie/thirstforbetter
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2019 Peatlands Community Engagement
Scheme

The 2019 Peatlands Community Engagement Scheme was announced by Minister Josepha Madigan
T.D. Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

The Scheme aims to encourage local peatland communities, local groups, local schools and interested
parties to engage with her Department in relation to the conservation of raised bog Special Areas of
Conservation, Natural Heritage Areas and other raised bog areas to promote public engagement and
awareness of our natural heritage.

The Scheme will support a diverse range of initiatives from events, education programmes, promotions,
exhibitions, local area improvements, the development of conservation/management plans, amenity
and local bog area improvements such as invasive species control near/within raised bog Special
Areas of Conservation/Natural Heritage Areas or other raised bog areas.

Details of the Scheme are available here:
https://www.npws.ie/peatlands-and-turf-cutting/peatlands-community-engagement-scheme

All queries on the scheme should be directed to the Peatlands management Unit at
peatlandsmanagement@chg.gov.ie
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Community Enhancement Programme 2019
The Community Enhancement Programme (CEP) provides

The Department has recommended that LCDCs ring-fence

funding to community groups across Ireland to enhance

some funding to provide small capital grants of

facilities in disadvantaged areas. The CEP is funded by the

less. This is aimed at assisting small grassroots community

Department of Rural and Community Development (the

projects to get off the ground. Ring-fencing funding at this

Department) and administered by the Local Community

level will allow a larger volume of those with limited

Development Committees (LCDCs) in each Local Authority

resources to receive some funding. The programme can also

area.

fund or partially fund larger scale capital projects to

€ 1,000

or

address disadvantage.
The Department provides funding to each Local Authority
(LA) area and the LCDCs then administer this funding locally

Applications can be made to the relevant LCDC by 5pm on

to ensure funding is targeted appropriately towards

Thursday, 30th May 2019.

addressing disadvantage in the areas that need it most.
It is important to note that other agencies and departments

Link to Guidelines:

also invest in disadvantaged areas1. The CEP will operate in

https://www.laoisppn.ie/wp-

a complementary manner to add value to other front-line

content/uploads/2019/04/Guidelines-2019.pdf

schemes and programmes being operated in communities.

Link to Applicaton:
https://www.laoisppn.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/CE-P-2019-APPLICATION-2.pdf

"This is aimed at assisting small grassroots community projects to get off the ground".
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NRN’s Biodiversity Photo Competition

Enter the NRN’s Biodiversity Photo Competition

The National Rural Network (NRN) is inviting our members to enter its photo competition to highlight
the importance of preserving habitats for the future of our native animal and plant life.

This competition is open to all, farmers and non-farmers, but images must focus on habitats within
your local area.

Photos should be emailed to farmphoto@nationalruralnetwork.iewith a description of the habitat and
its location.

Only entries submitted in landscape format as a JPEG file between 3MB-7MB will be accepted.
Entries close at 5pm on Monday 20 May 2019. More information is available here.

Two lucky winners will each receive two tickets to BLOOM in the Park, 30 May to 3 June 2019.

We look forward to seeing your photos!

Best wishes,

National Rural Network
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Laois African Day 2019
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Opt-out organ donation will save lives
Step towards an opt-out system for consent for organ donation is welcome
The Irish Heart Foundation has warmly welcomed the move towards an opt-out system for consent for organ
donation as indicated by the publication of the general scheme of the Human Tissue bill.
The new proposed legislation includes provision for the introduction of an opt-out system of consent for organ
donation in Ireland for the first time.
Under this system, it will be presumed that adults have given consent for their organs to be donated after death
unless while alive, they have registered their wish not to be an organ donor on the opt-out register.
If a person is on the opt-out register, their next-of-kin will not be approached to discuss organ donation and their
organs will not be removed.
If a person is not registered on the opt-out register, the next-of-kin will always be consulted before any organ is
removed. If the next-of-kin objects to the donation, then the donation will not proceed.
Mr Chris Macey, Head of Advocacy , The Irish Heart Foundation
Minister for Health Simon Harris said: “I am really pleased to progress this vital piece of legislation which is a
key commitment of mine and of the Government.
“In recent years,” continued the Minister, “significant progress has been made by Organ Donation and
Transplant Ireland, the three transplant centres at Beaumont Hospital, St Vincent’s University Hospital, and
Mater Misericordiae University Hospital, and my Department to increase the number of transplantations carried
out in Ireland.”
“I strongly believe that this opt-out system could transform organ donation in Ireland. In order for it to be most
effective, it will be supported by a series of other measures. It is so important we do everything we can to make
organ donation the norm in Ireland when people pass away in circumstances where donation is a possibility,”
the Minster added.
Speaking at the publication of the general scheme of the bill yesterday, Professor Jim Egan, the Director of
Organ Donation and Transplant Ireland stated, “The opt-out system is one of a number of measures required to
optimise our organ donation rates.”
“The plan is that the legislation will dovetail with awareness campaigns, enhanced infrastructure, training for
medical staff and audit, to ensure that all opportunities for transplantation are followed through.”
Echoing Prof Egan’s call for enhanced infrastructure and training, Mr Chris Macey, Head of Advocacy at the
Irish Heart Foundation said, “The Irish Heart Foundation warmly welcomes the move towards an opt-out system.
There is no doubt this legislation will enable more lives to be saved by increasing the rate of organ donation and
thereby ensuring that patients who require organs, and particularly heart transplants, have the best chance of
survival. However, progress also needs to be made to deliver the other key components of an effective system –
proper infrastructure for organ donation; investment, including in staffing and training and a robust opt out
register; and public awareness to encourage a culture of organ donation in society.”
A total of 18 heart transplants were carried out in the Mater Hospital in Dublin in 2018 and there are currently 12
people on the waiting list for a donor heart with some waiting for up to two years.
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Mobile Health Check
Portlaoise library in association with Healthy Ireland are delighted to welcome the Irish Heart Foundation to the
library for the Bealtaine festival, celebrating active, engaged living as we get older. This event is taking place on
Wednesday 29th May from 10.00am- 3.30pm, The nurses will be available to provide heart health information
and do blood pressure and pulse checks. The one to one advice offered by the nurse is a vital part of this check.
Each person receives a personal record card with their results and in the event of any abnormal results is
advised to follow up with their GP. No booking necessary, first come first serve basis. Please note anyone
wishing to avail of a blood pressure check must be over 18.

Contact Us

Laois Public Participation Network,
Lyster Square,
Portlaoise,
Co. Laois.
057-8665661 or 086-7782551
e-mail: ppn@laoiscoco.ie
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