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Laois Public Participation Network

NEW MEMBERS OF LAOIS PPN
JUNE 2019.
WELCOME!!
Membership of Laois PPN grew by 9 in June, with the total
number of groups registered now totalling 533. Laois PPN
welcomes these groups to the network. We look forward to
keeping you all informed and working with you all
in 2019 and beyond.
Happy Hearts Active Retirement Group
Errill Cemetery Committee
Stradbally Tidy Towns
Portlaoise Musical Society
Laois Mounted Games
St. Coleman's NS Parents Association
MakePort Matketspace
The Swan NS Parents Association
Stradbally Country Market
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"ACCESS FOR ALL" DISABILITY
AWARENESS WORKSHOP REPORT
LAUNCH

Laois Public Participation Network (PPN), in collaboration
with the Disability Federation of Ireland (DFI), launched
their “Access for All” Disability Awareness Workshop Report
on Tuesday 21st May in the Midlands Park Hotel, Portlaoise.
The report was based on a public consultation held in
February last the purpose of which was to highlight,
document and raise awareness of the challenges faced by
people with disability in Laois.
The aim of the report is to highlight the needs of people
with disabilities in Laois and propose responses to these
needs.
The report is available to download at
https://www.laoisppn.ie/…/Disability-Workshop-ReportWEB.pdf
or alternatively you can contact Laois PPN on
057-8665661 or ppn@laoiscoco.ie for hard copies of the
report.
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2019 COMMUNITY & VOLUNTARY
AWARDS

The Cathaoirleach of Laois County Council, Mr John King,
launched the 2019 Laois Community & Voluntary Awards.
The purpose of the awards is to acknowledge groups and
individuals who, through their commitment to voluntary
and community activities, have played a significant role in
enhancing the quality of life in their communities.
Laois County Council in partnership with Laois Public
Participation Network and Sponsored by People First Credit
Union will celebrate the 10th Anniversary of the Laois
Community and Voluntary Awards at a Gala Event in the
Midlands Park Hotel on Friday 18th October 2019
The closing date for nominations for the Laois Community
& Voluntary Awards 2019 is Friday 5th July.
https://www.laoisppn.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/CommunityAwards-Nomination-Final.docx
https://www.laoisppn.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Unsung-HeroNomination.docx
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PPN MEMBER ORGANISATIONS
AND MIDLANDS ISL

Laois Public Participation Network was delighted to be in a
position of offer 10 individuals from 10 different member
organisations the opportunity to learn Basic Irish Sign
Language with Midlands ISL.
This course was suited to complete beginners and to those
with no previous knowledge of Irish Sign Language. The
course gave a concise overview of ISL, basic signs and
instructions.
It also taught some basic strategies that those with hearing
can use when communicating with Deaf of Hard of Hearing
people in a respectful and effective way.
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Attached please find an invitation to the formal opening of the Fort
Protector Conservation Project and the Old Fort Festival, by Minister
Charlie Flanagan, at 3.30pm on Friday 28th June 2019.
The opening will be followed by a guided tour of the Old Fort Stage, and
light refreshments.
RSVP Catherine Casey, ccasey@laoiscoco.ie
The Old Fort Conservation Project has been funded by the Heritage
Council and the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht under
the Historic Towns Initiative and by Project ireland 2040.
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LAOIS COUNTY COUNCIL ARTS
OFFICE AND MUSIC GENERATION
LAOIS SUMMER ARTS
PROGRAMME 2019
An array of arts and music workshops are available for young people to enjoy over the month of July
and into August. Starting off with Circus Art Workshops hosted by circus artist Maria Corcoran at the
MDA Mountmellick, running from Tues 9th to Thurs 11th July from 2pm-4pm for ages 7-12 years.
Maria will give an introduction to juggling, hula hoop, balance, acrobatics and more. Circus is where
sports meet arts and creativity and individualism is celebrated. Maria has been teaching youth circus
for over 9 years around Ireland and internationally.
Children interested in art can join artist Jen Donnery at Laois Arthouse for workshops titled ‘Art in our
Environment’. Using materials around us to create a work of art; finding new uses for things we
already have, to reduce waste and protect the planet! Running over 3 days from Tues 16th to Thurs
18th July, mornings from 11-1 and a second workshop in the afternoon from 2 to 4, for children aged
7-12.
A new addition to our progamme this year is an innovative Portfolio Preparation Course for young
people aged 15-18 with visual artist Mary Burke. Running from Mon 22th to Fri 26th July at Laois
Music Centre, Church Ave, Portlaoise from 10am-4pm, this 5-day course is designed to help students
prepare a portfolio for submission for Art and Design courses at 3rd level colleges. The week may also
benefit students preparing for the Leaving Certificate Art Coursework by introducing them to research
and drawing skills that could be useful when preparing their course workbook in school next year.
Through drawing, mixed media and colour studies students will be shown how to structure a
comprehensive portfolio.
We also have a fun Dance programme hosted by dance tutor Marie Cashin at Laois Music Centre,
Portlaoise running from Tue 30th July to Thurs 1st August. Marie will give an introduction to hip hop,
jazz and free style in the mornings from 11-1 and a second workshop in the afternoon from 2 to 4, for
children aged 7-12.
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The summer programme also included an adult art course at Laois Arthouse titled
‘Painting the portrait from life’ with well know artist Una Sealy RHA. Course A June 4, 5
and Course B June 6, 7. Over the 2-day workshops, Una will lead the participants
through the process of painting a portrait from life; from planning the composition, to
completed work. This event was so popular that places booked up very quickly. This event
also includes an exhibition of Una’s work and work by artists attending the course that
opened on Friday 7th June and will be on display at the Arthouse over the coming weeks.
The Music Generation Laois Summer programme
A Summer School of Rock and Pop runs from the 1st to the 5th July at the Dunamaise Arts
Centre Portlaoise for young people aged 10-18 from Mon-Thurs 11am-3:30pm; Fri 1-3pm
& 4-7pm. Young people will develop confidence and stage presence in the weeklong
camp that culminates with a concert in the Dunamaise on the final day. A great team of
tutors from the Music Generation Laois School of Rock and Pop; James O’Connor, Terry
Byrne, Ros O’Meara and Denise Boyle will work with musicians and singers during the
week and all instruments are welcome. Participants must already play an instrument or
sing to participate. New this year is a very exciting option to study Jazz with Paul McIntyre
(keys) and Dave Redmond (bass).
The Trad Summer School runs from the 17th to the 19th July in Portlaoise for ages 6
upwards from 11am–3pm (Wed, Thurs) 11am-4:30pm (Fri)
The talented list of tutors this year includes: Máire Ní Chathasaigh (Harp), Siobhan
Buckley (Harp), Denise Boyle (Fiddle), Jesse Smith (Fiddle), Tommy Fitzharris (Flute),
Sean Gavin (Flute), Paul Finn (Button Accordian), Joseph Byrne (Uilleann Pipes), David
Power (Uilleann Pipes), Dale McKay (Bodhrán)…with more to be announced. Some
experience is required to take part and students will be placed with tutors on Summer
School tutors recommendations. A mixed juniors class is also available for recent
beginners. Harps will also be made available. See musicgenerationlaois.ie or contact
musicgenerationlaois@laoiscoco.ie or call 057 8664176 to book a place.
The Music Generation Laois summer programme also includes some wonderful concerts;
including the Trad Summer School Opening Gala Concert which features performance by
tutors from the Summer School, on Wednesday 17 July at Dunamaise Arts Centre at 8pm.
Admission is €5. Booking box office is the Dunamaise Arts Centre: 057
8663355/Dunamaise.ie Free to students of the Summer School.
A Finale Student Concert takes place at the Portlaoise Further Education and Training
Centre, Tower Hill, Portlaoise, on Fri 19 July at 3pm, showcasing students from the
Summer School. Free admission, donations welcome.
Booking forms for the Summer Arts and Music Generation Laois Programme are available
at all local libraries, schools or from the Arts Office. T: 057 8664033/13 .
E: artsoff@laoiscoco.ie Download from www.laois.ie.
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NATIONAL SKIN CANCER
PREVENTION PLAN 2019 – 2022

Skin cancer is the most common type of cancer in Ireland.
Over 11,000 are diagnosed each year, this number is
projected to over double by 2045. Yet most skin cancers
could be prevented.

This first national Skin Cancer Prevention Plan is a
landmark commitment, arising from our National Cancer
Strategy 2017-2026, and aimed at tackling the most common
type of cancer in Ireland.

Cancer prevention is a cornerstone of the National Cancer
Strategy as it offers the most cost effective, long term
approach for cancer control. Addressing this rising incidence
of skin cancer, the strategy prioritises the need to develop
and implement a national skin cancer prevention plan.

https://health.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Skincancer-prevention-Report-copy.pdf
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Green Dog Walker Programme
The Environment Section of Laois County Council are actively
promoting the Green Dog Walker Programme which is a non
confrontational, friendly way to change attitudes about dog
fouling.
What we are asking people to do is to “take the pledge” to:
· Clean up after their dog
· Carry extra dog waste bags
· Gladly give you a dog waste bag to anyone in need on a walk.
If you wish to get involved please contact any member of the
Environment Section, who can give you a pledge form to
complete and in return receive your Green Dog Walkers Hi Vis
Vest.
There has been a huge and positive response from the public
so far, we have Tidy Towns Groups, Residents Associations
and individuals who have registered.
If you are part of a group or know a group that would be
interested we can provide a handbook on how to run the
programme, pledge forms, hi vis vests and signage to assist.
For further information contact:
Siobhan Duff 057-8674330 or email sduff@laoiscoco.ie

Illegal Dumping

Judging for the National Tidy Towns Competition is underway at the
moment.
Many areas are subject to indiscriminate dumping in all its forms –
from large scale illegal dumping to “dashboard diners”.
The Environment Section of Laois County Council would like to urge
us all to be extra vigilant in their areas. All information of litter
offences including date, time, vehicle registration can be furnished to
the Environment Section on our confidential freephone litter hotline
1800 32 32 30. Your continued support is greatly appreciated!
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Laois Walks Festival 2019
Plans are in place for the roll out of the Annual Laois Walks Festival
which is now in its 18th year. This year’s programme, which runs for the
full month of July, includes 27 walks that will suit all ages and abilities
and showcases the wonderful range of walks that Laois has to offer.
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Climate Action Plan 2019
Climate disruption is already having diverse and wide ranging
impacts on Ireland’s environment, society, economic and natural
resources. The Climate Action Plan sets out an ambitious course
of action over the coming years to address this issue.
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/5350ae-climate-action-plan/

Hands for Life CPR
If you were faced with a cardiac arrest would you know what to do?
Everyday in Ireland 13 people die from Sudden Cardiac Death over 70% of
these happen in the home. By starting CPR immediately, you can double
their chances of surviving. By attending a simple course, you will become
more confident in providing CPR. The Irish Heart Foundation is offering FREE
community CPR training with the support of Abbott and ESB Networks.
Through this programme, they aim to train 100,000 people in the life-saving
skill of CPR.
If you are interested in attending the Hands for Life training programme you
can contact handsforlife@irishheart.ie or contact Orla O Connor on 01
6685001.
Participants must be over 18 years of age to attend the programme.
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Contact Us

Laois Public Participation Network,
Lyster Square,
Portlaoise,
Co. Laois
Phone: 057-8665661 or 086-7782551
E-Mail: ppn@laoiscoco.ie
www.laoisppn.ie
Don't forget to follow us of
Facebook,
Twitter
Instagram
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