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2019 was another busy and successful year for Laois PPN with events taking place
across the county.
At present membership of Laois PPN stands at 549, representing social inclusion,
community/voluntary and environmental groups within Laois.
Even though it may seem like a lifetime ago, our year kicked off with our
Disability Special Interest Group gathering. This resulted in a comprehensive
report being created and submitted on behalf of those present. Work with this
group is ongoing with a number of events planned for 2020. In quick succession
we held our annual Funding & Resources Workshop in the Midlands Park Hotel.
With 180 members in attendance this was one of our biggest events on the 2019
calendar.
To date Laois PPN have participated in over 90 scheduled events, meetings, and
training. We have worked with other PPN's from the Midlands Area to delivery on
cross county projects including the very successful Environmental Showcase
Event which was held in Lullymore. Laois PPN was also afforded the opportunity
to make a number of submissions during the year all of which are available to be
viewed on our
website.
So what did Laois PPN do in 2019, well here is just a little taste:
·
·
·
·
·
·

CPR training
Irish Sign Language Training (ISL)
Funding Workshops
SPC Consultation
Disability Consultation
Laois Connects Talk with Angela Hayes and Brendan Courtney in Castle Durrow

Laois PPN were also delighted to be associated with the 2019 Community &
Voluntary Awards, it being in its 10th year. Once again this was a great success
mainly attributed to the fantastic organising team. Well done to all involved.
Laois PPN would like to take this opportunity to thank our member organisations
for their continued support. We look forward to working with you once again in
2020.
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2019 Town & Village Renewal
Scheme

Mr Michael Ring TD, the Minister for Rural and Community
Development, announced that 156 rural towns and villages across the
country are set to benefit from €15 million in funding under the 2019
Town and Village Renewal Scheme. Minister Ring made the
announcement in Killawalla, Co. Mayo, which is one of the successful
villages that will receive funding under the 2019 Scheme.
The Town and Village Renewal Scheme is a key part of the Action Plan
for Rural Development and the Government’s Project Ireland
2040 Programme for Rural Regeneration. Funding awarded to
individual towns and villages this year generally ranges from €20,000 to
€100,000, with 26 projects receiving between €100,000 and €200,000
for more ambitious proposals.
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New Government Funding to Support
Community Mental Health Initiatives
in Laois
Sports and community organisations in Laois are set to
benefit from new Government funding for community
mental health initiatives. €3 million in funding will be
available nationally for sports and community
organisations working to promote mental health and
alleviate loneliness as part of their work. I strongly
encourage local groups to apply for this funding which
could really boost their work.

This new funding is targeted to support local organisations
to continue doing great work in their communities in the
area of mental health.

I strongly encourage all interested organisations to find out
about the type of actions planned under the Fund and how
to apply. They can contact the Local Community
Development Committee (LCDCs) through Laois County
Council.
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Grants for Conservation of Historic
Properties
Details of conservation grants for 2020 have been announced
Built Heritage Investment Scheme & Historic Structures Fund 2020
Laois County Council invites applications under the Built Heritage
Investment Scheme (BHIS) & Historic Structures Fund (HSF) for 2020,
funded by the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.
The Built Heritage Investment Scheme seeks to encourage the leveraging of
private capital to invest in a number of small scale, labour intensive
projects to repair and conserve Protected Structures and in certain cases,
for the conservation of structures within Architectural Conservation Areas,
and to support the employment of skilled and experienced conservation
professionals, craftworkers and tradespeople.
The Historic Structures Fund assists with works to safeguard structures or
parts of structures in immediate danger of significant deterioration. Full
details of all requirements and works which qualify for funding are
contained in the Circular for each scheme.
Applications must be made in hard copy only, clearly marked
“Built Heritage Investment Scheme 2020” or “Historic
Structures Fund 2020” and addressed to the Forward Planning
Department, Laois County Council, Aras an Chontae, Portlaoise,
Co Laois.
The closing date for submission for both schems is noon on
Friday 31st January 2020.
Details and applications forms available on the laois County Council
website at https://laois.ie/funding-announced-for-conservation-ofhistoric-buildings/
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Brought to you by the Department of Rural and Community Development
SuperValu TidyTowns – Midlands & East Regional Awards Ceremony
This year’s SuperValu TidyTowns awards for the Midlands & East region were presented today, Tuesday, 12th November, at
a prize-giving ceremony in the Blackrock Haggardstown Community Centre in Blackrock, Co. Louth. SuperValu TidyTowns
winners were presented with their awards by Mr. Michael Ring T.D. Minister for Rural & Community Development and
Maighréad Cremin, Community Manager with SuperValu who are longtime sponsors of the competition. Also joining the
Minister on stage was Mark Mohan, Manager Ireland’s Ancient East, Fáilte Ireland

At the ceremony, Minister Ring spoke of the grant scheme which he announced recently
which will enable TidyTowns committees to apply for a grant of between €1,000 and
€4,000:
“I am delighted to be in a position to present the awards today and I also encourage committees to avail of the €1.4 Million
in grant funding to assist them in preparing for the 2020 competition. All eligible committees will have recently received
an application form for the grant and it should be returned as soon as possible to take full advantage of the funding.
“For many years, communities have volunteered with TidyTowns to make our country a place that we can all be proud of. I
have nothing but admiration for the volunteers here tonight and across the country, and this grant scheme is recognition
from the Government for the huge contribution made by committees every year.”

Minister Ring added:
“It is fantastic to have the opportunity, this evening, to meet TidyTowns groups from across the Midlands & East region.
These awards are just a small token for the efforts of so many volunteers who take pride in their home town and work
tirelessly to make their community a more sustainable and environmentally friendly place now and for future
generations. We also recognise all the other TidyTowns groups not here today who are equally committed to improving
their community year on year but have not achieved formal recognition in the competition this year, - well done to you all
on the work you do and we hope to see you here with us next year”.

The Minister also thanked TidyTowns’ main sponsor SuperValu:
“For 28 years, SuperValu, as the main sponsor, have been involved in this competition at local and national level.
SuperValu has helped the competition to flourish and grow and continues to demonstrate a real commitment to
supporting local communities and has worked closely with Department officials to help make it the success it is today.”

Maighréad Cremin, SuperValu Community Manager said:
“2019 was another landmark year for SuperValu TidyTowns, with a record number of committees and groups taking part
in the competition. The TidyTowns programme continues to be the greatest sustainability and community initiative in
Ireland and it really positively impacts on our towns and villages across our country.
“SuperValu are proud sponsors of the TidyTowns competition for almost 30 years now. Over this time we have seen firsthand the competition grow and evolve to a level that no one could have foreseen. In recent years, the SuperValu
TidyTowns competition is increasingly focused on sustainability, biodiversity and conservation. Working together, we are
making important steps in protecting our natural environment now and into the future. This is all made possible by the
remarkable dedication and commitment shown by TidyTowns groups and SuperValu retailers around the country. This
tireless work has a hugely positive impact on our communities”.
Interest in the SuperValu TidyTowns competition has been stronger than ever in recent years with a record number of
communities entering the competition in 2019. The competition has been running since 1958 and is organised by the
Department of Rural and Community Development. The competition has been sponsored by SuperValu since 1992.

Blackrock in Co. Louth won the regional title and a full list of all of today’s prize winners
can be found below.
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National Positive Ageing Strategy Stakeholder Forum
A recent National Positive Ageing Strategy Stakeholder Forum highlighted the difficulty
experienced by senior citizens when using public
transport.
Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport are
conducting a public consultation on a Review of
Sustainable Mobility Policy and have provided the
link below for groups and Departments who wish
to participate in the consultation. The public
consultation commenced on 14th November 2019
and will conclude on 24th January 2020.

Public Consultation on a Review of Sustainable
Mobility Policy
http://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/f1b503-publicconsultation-on-a-review-of-sustainable-mobilitypolicy/
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Contact Us
Phone: 057 - 8665661
Email:
ppn@laoiscoco.ie
www.laoisppn.ie
Postal Address:
Laois Public Participation Network,
JFL Avenue, Lyster Square,
Portlaoise, Co. Laois
You can follow us on:
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